






• Use plant material in naturalized (informal)
arrangements: establish trees and shrubs of
similar species in arrangements (i.e., plant
communities) over large geographic areas, to
achieve a naturalistic character; plant trees
and shrubs of varying sizes to add to the natu­
ralistic character.
• Take advantage of the inherent attributes of
indigenous and native plantings throughout
lincoln Park: consider use of plants which may
be more drought tolerant or disease resistant.

• Establish landscape planting designs that will
minimize the noise and visual impact of road­
ways and parking lots and that w ill screen and
soften architectural elements such as utility boxes,
tennis courts, park ing lot edges and structures.

• Use plant material in the median and along
the edges of Lake Shore Drive ta beller inte­
grate the roadway into lincoln Park and to
reduce noise from Lake Shore Drive traff ic far
park users.
• Plant steeply sloped areas (e.g., off and on
ramps and areas along Lake Shore Drive) with
trees and shrubs, groundcovers and perennials
to heighten visual interest, to control erosion
and to eliminate the need to mow grass.

_• Use plant materials to enhance the visual set­
tings of buildings and monuments and to pro­
tectthem from vandalism.

ENERAL GUIDELINES

OPEN PARK SPACE

• Maintain and/or change the shape and size
of vegetated landscape parcels in lincoln Park
to enhance the environmental, aesthetic and
recreat ional benefit s, to provide better wildlife
habitat, to improve maintenance efficiency and
to facilitate circulation and eliminate redundan­
cy between existing paths and roads .
• Provide well-rnointcined open and shaded
lawn areas for sitting, reloxi ng, sun-bathing, etc.
• Improve spotial diversity and enclosure through
better definition of existing and potential spaces
throughout lincoln Park.

• Incorporate plant material particularly suitable
for wildlife habitat throughout Lincoln Park.

• Select plant materials, where appropriate, that
will improve winter habitat areas for wildlife.

• Create a cohesive and compelling (predomi­
nantly naturalistic) plant ing design that will be one
of the three dominant physical features of Lincoln
Park along with land forms and water elements.

• Use plant material (trees, shrubs, groundcov­
er and perennials) in such a way that it will
appear as the visually dominant element in the
landscape. Recreational usage, vehicu lar sys­
tems and archi tectural elements should be visu­
ally subordinate to the plant material.
• Use plant material in a way that will not
impede the function of other park systems.

I

• Improve or modify form and design wHere
either are deemed poor, inappropriate or dis­
ruptive to the overall landscape composition of
thot part icular area .
• Consider color as a very important visual
component in the landscape. Select colors for
pa int, site furnishings, materials and play­
ground equipment so that color is compatible
in the land scape.
• Consider texture and material as very impor­
tant visual components of the landscape (pertains
to both plants and building materia ls: brick and
brushed concrete have very different textures,
some plants have very small leaves and bronch­
es resulting in a fine texture, while other plants
may have very large leaves and branches result­
ing in a course texture; material pertains to the
type of plants selectedand to other building
materials that are part of a landscape composi­
tion: wood , concrete, asphalt, steel, choin link
and brick are examples of different materials
with different aesthetic characteristics). Select
plant materials and site furnishings so that texture
and material are compatible in the landscape.
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AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS

• Identify and strengthen the unifying qualities
of the park.
• When undertaking work in a particular area of
lincoln Park, consider existing and proposed
spatial character, form and design , color, texture
and materials as important components to the
overall landscape composition of that particu lar
area. Consider the sensory impact - visual,
aud itory and olfactory - of all site elements.

• Evaluate spatia l character (how a space is
perceived by people using or looking at a par­
ticular space; some spoces may be perceived as
beautiful, safe and romantic, while others may
seem dangerous, unallractive or even ugly.)
• Improve or modify spatial character where it
is deemed poor, inappropriate or disruptive to
the overall landscape composition of that par­
ticular area.
• Evaluate form and design (the scale of site
elements, the relationship between site ele­
ments and the manner in which site elements
are physically situated on the ground: curving
paths as opposed to rectilinear paths, historic
designs as opposed to contemporary designs,
intricate, detailed plantings as opposed to
lorge sweeping plantings, etc.).

•
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The design guidelines were generated as partof
the process of creating policyand design goals
for the park-wide systems. These guidelines are
not to be considered comprehensive. Nevertheless,
they are includedhere for /wo reasons:
1. Theyrecordand preservethe valuable ideas
that were generated and approved by the
Steering Committee during the planning process.
2. They facilitate adherence to the policy and
design goals when considering new proiects
for Lincoln Park.

n
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WATER PATHS PARK FACILITIES

lRAL GUIDELINES

• Examine pork facilities . Modify, relocate or
remove facilities that unnecessarily disrupt the
landscape and park use. (Facilities include build­
ings and structured recreational areas, such as
playlots, tennis courts, boll fields, etc., including
the fencing that surrounds these areas.)

• Where a facility restricts movement through
or access to the park, but where maintaining

· 0 facility in its current location is desirable,
modify the edges to ease movement through
the space.
• Where a facility restricts movement through
or access to the park and is in an undesirable
location, relocate the use or facility .
• Consider relocation of existing activities
where unsafe condit ions exist.

• Carefully consider the extent and seriousness
of existing congestion when locating new recre­
ational opportunities or park attractions through­
out Lincoln Park.
• Where excessive use of and damage to the
landscape exists, consider relocation of program
attractions and recreational uses.

• Examine turf alternatives that may be more
durable under heovy use.

• locate facilities or attractions that require man­
agement in areas where management is or can
be mode readily available.

A LINCOLN PARK
MUSICIAN FINDS AN
AUDIENCE.

• Provide alternate routes, especially to path­
ways located in congested areas.

• Develop new bike and pedestrian path sys­
tems only where existing paths are inadequate;
where location and materials are inappropri­
ate; where desire lines or access indicate a
need (if appropriate) ; or where new path loca­
tions will relieve lakefront congestion .
• locate new paths so that neither spotial nor
historic character are violated; where conflicts
exist (e.g., between a need for a new path
and historic integrity), resolve each conflict
area on a case-by-case basis; remove extrane­
ous, inappropriate paths.
• Improve or replace paths in poor condition;
materials, dimensions and details of new or
improved paths should be consistent with the
character of that particular area of Lincaln Park.

• Carefully consider context, intensity and vari­
ety of use when determining new pathway speci­
fications or when modifying existing pathways .

RAL GUIDELINES

• Develop a comprehensive, cohesive path sys­
tem throughout Lincoln Park.

• Acknowledge the need for multiple usesof
the lakefront path.
• Examine path systems located throughout
Lincoln Pork and provide for continuous N-S
and E-W movement thraugh the pork: improve
or replace existing lakefront paths and provide
new lakefront paths where necessary; provide
pleasant, non-vehicular movement through
parkland along the urban edge where appro­
priate; add or modify east - west paths into
and out of Lincoln Pork where necessary;

• Simplify path configurations where too many
path choices create confusion.

• Add, delete or modify paths throughout
Lincoln Pork to improve circulation and
relieve congestion.

GUIDELINES
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• Emphasize and strengthen Lincoln Park's rela­
tion to the lakefront.

• Provide a continuous lakefront path.
• Designate areas adjacent to the lakefront for
recreational needs and open space.
• Evaluate appropriateness of the structures and
land uses in immediate proximity to lakefront
that do not relate to lakefront use. Remove ar
reprogram when deemed unnecessary.
• Acknowledge and strengthen the role of the
beaches and revetments in providing access to
the water .
• Enhance existing views and provide new
views through Lincoln Park to the lake.

• Enhance the harbors as significant places for
viewing lakefront activities and as gateways to
the park .

• Use a variety of turf covers to maximize
recreational usage, improve soil retention,
enhance visual quality , reduce maintenance
costs and increase wildlife habitats (e.g.,
prairie grasses, meadow grasses, infrequently
mowed lawn areas and manicured lawns).
• Introduce evergreens throughout Lincoln Park,
especially in woodland and wildlife areas.

• Acknowledge that certain areas af Lincoln Park
have extremely poor soils, Evaluate soil quality in
areas of new work to determine where soil
improvements are necessary to provide optimal
growing conditions for plant material.
• Consider the aesthetic and historic appropri­
atenessand compat ib ility of existing and new
plant materials to their immediate surroundings
and their relationship to the entire park.
• Provide plantings that promote safety for
park users.

• In heavily congested areas, avoid using
plants with dangerous thorns or plants that are
toxic if ingested.
• Arrange plantings to minimize areas for hid­
ing to discourage criminal activity. Situate
densely planted areas away from paths.

• Reinforce and perpetuate existing planting
designs, where appropriate, to accentuate wood­
land area s, parkland planting, open meadows,
gardens, woter edge planting, etc.

• Reinforce aging or declining tree plantings
with new trees or groves of trees to perpetuate
the design, while maintaining the orig inal
design intent.
• Evaluate gardens throughout Lincoln Park
(e.g., Grandma's Garden , the Conservatory
Gardens , the Lincoln Memorial Perennial
Garden, the Rosenbaum Garden, and the
Peace Garden). Preserve and enhance as
appropriate.
• In areas where spatial definition and integri­
ty are poor or lacking, use site design and veg­
etation to achieve spatial definition .
• Enhance and preserve all present open
spaces where appropriate .
• Where planting has occurred in historically
significant meadows or open spaces, remove
planting and restore meadow .

• Increase plantdensity, especially of understory
frees, shrubs, grasses, vines and herbaceous material.
• Provide more variety and quantity of plant
material throughout Lincoln Park to provide
greater visual, horticultural, ecological and edu­
cational interest (e.g., evergreen trees, deciduous
shade trees, ornamental trees, deciduous and
evergreen shrubs, perennial flowers, and orna­
mental and native grasses).

• Maximize the sensory (e.g., visual, aud itory
and olfactory) qualities of the plant material:
provide optimum seasonal interest through leaf
and flower color; offer a greater variety of form,
color and texture; selectplant materials, where
appropriate, that will improve winter interest.
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PARK FACILITIES (CONT.)

SOURCES

• Develop preservation guidelines for lincoln
Park by establishing a series of historic contexts
for the park . Historic contexts are frameworks for
rehabilitation reflecting one or more aspect of
the historic development of each area based on
its significance and integrity. Contexts include
the following :

• The significance of each area of the park is
evaluated on the basis of history, architecture,
landscape architecture, archaeology, art, cul­
ture and engineering.
• The period of significance is the span of time
in which an area attained its importance.
• Historic landscapes are composed of a
variety of features that define their historic
character . The elements of landscape include
large-scale character istics such as spatial
relationships and view s, as well as individual
qualities including topography, vegetation,
water features, roads and paths, structures, site
furnishings and ob jects.
• Integrity is evaluated based upon the degree
of survival of character-defining features (i.e.
those that contr ibute to the historic context).

• Select appropriate preservation treatments for
existing historic features ba sed upon assembled
research data and Field evaluation information .

• One of the highest priorities will be reinforc­
ing designed historic landscapes. Based on the
determined historic context, they will convey, as
closely as possible, the associated design intent
relative to spatial relationships, planting design,
engineering, grading and hard materials.
• Protect historically significant features such
as the ancient lake ridges and other important
landform s, the vegetation and the paths that
function within the existing circulation system.

• Historic vegetation must be recognized as an
integral part of the historic fabri c of the park
and should be considered during any preser­
vation effort .
• Guidelines will recommend the most appro­
priate treatment of extant charac ter-defining
features. Every project will adopt the appropri­
ate measures of the Secretary of Interior 's
Standards for Historic Preservation Projects:

• Undertake temporary measures to protect and
stabilize historically significant park elements.

• Repair any"damage resulting from mechani­
cal failure, normal use, construction, or neglect
(i.e . ancient lake ridges found throughout the
southern port ion of the park). Whenever possi­
ble, historically significant vegetation that caus­
es damage to or threatens historic structures
should be controlled rather than removed.
• Reestablish the stability of an unsafe, dam­
aged, or deteriorated property while retaining
its essential form.
• Plan repa irs as a safeguard measure aga inst
the loss of an unused or underutilized charac­
ter-defining feature, with intent to rehabil itate
or restore the element at a later date .
• Stake or cable trees that have been bent over
by snow or lake winds, or prune to remove
limbs that threaten the stability of the tree.

• Undertake a program of preventive mainte­
nance for those character-deFining features that
suffer from age or the encroachment of nature.

• Use historically appropriate materials and
methods. A building requiring tuckpointing
should be done with proper mortar mix and
tooling ; pruning of historic vegetation should
retain the form and character of the plant.
• Mon itor character-deFining features and
provide ongoing maintenance as needed .

• When a contemporary use is required for a
historically significant park element, retain those
portions or characteristics of the element that are
significant to its historical or cultural values (i.e .
the interior rehab ilitation of the lincoln Park Zoo
lion Housel.

• Design additions so that they do not destroy
historic materials that characterize the proper­
ty. Make the new work compat ible with the
massing, size, scale, and architectural features
of the original element (i.e. the addition to the
Chicago Historical Society).
• Avoid changes that create a false sense of his­
torical development, suchas adding conjectural
featuresor historic featuresfrom other properties.

• Restore features of an earlier period only when
the recovery is critical to the historic character of
an area .

• Undertake removal of later work or the
replacement of missing earlier work only when
there is enough original fabric and sufficient
documentation to accurately recover the form,
features and details of the feature as it
appeared at a particular period of significance.
(i.e. the exterior and Great Hall of Cafe Brauer).
• Use orig inal species and var iety of plant
material when removal and replacement of
existing historic plant material is necessary
because it is too severely damaged or dis­
eased or if it is overgrown and pruning will not
accomplish the treatment objective .
• When replacement of the orig inal species
and variety is not possible, match the visual,
functional and horticultural characteristics of
the plant as closely as possible (i.e. Hawthorn
trees with their characte ristic horizontality and
red berries).

I
• Provide treatments for missing historic features
that are consistent with the historic resources
policies and guidel ines.

• An historic feature that was removed from its
original location in lincoln Park, and placed in
another location in or outside the park, can be
replaced when removal does not diminish the
integrity of its current site and is appropriate to
the determined historic context of its original
site. If it cannot be replaced in its originalloca­
tion, it may be placed near its original location.
• An historic feature that no longer exists may
be reconstructed only if it can be clear ly docu­
mented that accurate reconstruction is insured,
and it must be placed in its original location.

• The treatment of new park features shall
adhere to preservation policies and guidel ines in
order to enhance historic lincoln Park.

• New featuresthat would diminish the integrity
of the historic character of the park, an area, or a
specific historic resource will not be introduced.

• New features shall not interfere w ith important
spatial relationships b'eiWeen historic resources.
• New features shall be compatible with the
historic character of the park, an area, or an
historic resource in terms of design, color, tex­
ture, materials, scale and feeling .
• New features shall only be rendered in an
historic design when there is a clear and docu­
mented precedent . When a new design is
inspired by an historic precedent of an unrelat­
ed historic resource it must be reinterpreted to
convey its true period of construction.

• Recurring features are those elements in the
park that occur repeatedly (i.e. site furnishings
such as lamps and benches) and , therefore, are
capable of making an important contr ibution to
the character of Lincoln Park.

• Upgrade and unify park furniture.
• A recurring historic feature will only be used
or reconstructed within the property bound­
arie s extant during the period of significance
of the feature.

• A recurring historic feature that is now miss­
ing may be reconstructed when there is a clear
and documented historic precedent . The recon­
structed feature will only be placed within the
property boundaries existing during the period
of signifi cance of the feature.
• New recurring features shall only be ren­
dered in an historic design when there is a
clear and documented historic precedent.
• When a new design is inspired by a historic
precedent of an unrelated historic resource it
must be reinterpreted to convey its true period
of construction .

• Features that detract from the integrity of the
historic character of the park, an area or an his­
toric resource shall be removed and/or
redesigned in a more sympathetic manner.



SUPPORT FACILITIES

• Maintain access and parking. However, modi­
fy, reduce and manage roads, traffic and park­
ing as necessary where they negatively impact
park use and to improve the continuity of the
landscape and park use.

• Examine support facilities (primarily Chicago
Park District maintenance shops.) Modify, relo­
cate or remove facilities that unnecessarily dis­
rupt the landscape and park use.

RE DRIVE
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• Treat Lake Shore Drive features such as lighting
and bridges as critical to both the vehicular and
non-vehicular experience of Lake Shore Drive.

• Locateall light standards on the edges of Lake
Shore Drive, not in the Lake Shore Drive median.
• Maintain and restore the historically signifi­
cant bridges and lighting used along Lake
Shore Drive throughout Lincoln Park. Consider
redesign or enhancement of bridges that are
not historically significant or that detract from
the historic character.

• Consider views into the park along the entire
length of Lake Shore Drive as well as views of
Lake Shore Drive from inside Lincoln Park.

• Determine areas and features that should be
seen from Lake Shore Drive. Provide or
enhance views to those areas and features
without compromising historic integrity.
• Determine areas and features that should not
be seen from Lake Shore Drive. Screen views
to those areas or Iectures witho ut compromis-
ing historic integrity. I

• Consider the impact of Lake Shore Drive
upon the park user from inside the park.
Provide, enhance or screen views as necessary.

• Maintain character of the Lake Shore Drive
median planting.
• Develop the parcels of land created by the
on/off ramps in a manner compatible with
the median planting, the edges of Lake Shore
Drive and the context of that particular area of
Lincoln Park.
• Improve the aesthetic character of the land­
scape along the edges of Lake Shore Drive
throughout Lincoln Park.

• Develop the landscape treatment along the
edges of Lake Shore Drive with the goal of
improving the park character as viewed from
Lake Shore Drive.
• Review metal guard rails and fencing along
the length of Lake Shore Drive in Lincoln Park
and develop a more consistent approach: elim­
inate double fencing where both guard rails
and fences are in place, determine areas
where fencing or guard rails are unnecessary
and replace fencing or metal guard rails that
are in poor condition with newer more aesthet­
icol 'y pleasing products.

SITE FURNISHINGS

• The design and detailing of site furnishings
may vary from one historic sub-area to another.
(Lincoln Park Historic Preservation Analysis
divides the park into 11 historic sub-areas that
define different periods of development.)

• Remove existing site furnishings that are visu­
ally or functionally intrusive in their current
locations, historically inappropriate, or incon­
sistent with new site furnishings.
• Select and locate new site furnishings that
are historically appropriate and are neither
visually nor functionally intrusive.

PRAIRIE-STYLE STRUCTURE DESIGNED BY ALFRED CALDWELL FOR THE LILY POND
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IThe following definitions apply throughout the
Lincoln Park Framework plan:

ppen •
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DEFINITIONS

Canopy trees
Large trees and groups of trees whose branch­
es and leaves provide dense shade.

Community
All Lincoln Park users, nearby neighborhood
residents, interest groups and advisory councils.

Desire-line path
An unofficial and unpaved path worn in the
landscape by park users.

Headland
A point of land or promontory extending into
the lake.

High-speed path uses
Uses, generally with equipment, that are typically
conducted at relatively high speedsand may be
dangerous to pedestrians, including cycling,
skating, rollerblading and skateboarding.

Landscape
Open park space surfaced with earth or
planting, including groves, grassy areas, fields
and beaches.

Low-speed path uses
Uses, with or without equipment, that are typi­
cally conducted at low speeds and usually do
not endanger pedestrians, including wal king,
jogg ing and pushing a baby stroller .

Neighborhood edge
The portion of Lincoln Park that abuts the adja­
cent neighborhood.

Non-permit area
An area in the park for which the Chicago Park
District does not grant formal permits.

Open Park Space
Open park space in this document includes
open, grassy and wooded areas. This is a
different definition than in the Lake Michigan
and Chicago Lakefront Protection O rdinance,
which defines "pub lic open space" as "any
publ icly owned open area including , but not
limited to, parks, playgrounds, beaches,
waterways, parkways, and streets."

Park furniture
Standard park furnishings such as benches,
trash cans, light fixtures, water fountains, signs
and fences.

Path
A usually paved, linear surface for non-motor­
ized uses.

Permit
Wrilten permission from the Chicago Park
District to use a park facility, specifying the
facil ity to be used; time, date, duration , and
purpose of use; and the person or organization
to whom the permit is granted

Policy goal(s)
One or more overarch ing policies that guide all
other policies for that park-wide system.

Restricted area
As proposed in this plan, an area that usersare
not permilted to enter, either because it is a
wildlife habitat or because the landscape is
undergoing restoration.

Revetment
A barr ier or seawall along the water's edge,
made of pilings and stone, that breaks the
momentum of waves to protect the shore.

Structured, active uses
A use that occurs at a fixed location , that
requires organization and /or equipment and
that involves athletic act ivity on the part of the
par ticipant. Examples include play ing base­
ball , golf, volley ball , soccer and tennis.

Structured, passive uses
A use that occurs at a fixed location, that
requires some organ izat ion and/or equipment
and that does not involve athletic activ ity on th,
part of the participant. Examples include bird­
watching and attendance at sporting e~ents ,
festivals, picnics and concerts.

Understory
Shrubbery, small trees and plants that typically
but not always grow in the shadow of taller trees

Unstructured, active uses
A use that does not occur at a fixed location,
that requires minimal organiza tion and/or equil
ment and that involves athletic activity on the
part of the participant. Examples include walk­
ing, jogging, biking , rollerblading and skating.

Unstructured, passive uses
A use that does nat require organ izat ion or
equipment and that does not involve athletic
activ ity on the part of the participant.
Examples include people-watching, strolling ,
sunning and silting .
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