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PARK FACILITIES

B Reinforce and perpetuate existing planting
designs, where appropriate, fo accentuate wood-
land areas, parkland planting, open meadows,
gardens, water edge planting, etc.
* Reinforce aging or declining tree plantings
with new frees or groves of trees to perpetuate
the design, while maintaining the original
design intent.
* Evaluate gardens throughout Lincoln Park
le.g., Grandma's Garden, the Conservatory
Gardens, the Lincoln Memorial Perennial
Garden, the Rosenbaum Garden, and the
Peace Garden). Preserve and enhance as
appropriate.
* In areas where spatial definition and integri-
ty are poor or lacking, use site design and veg-
etation to achieve spatial definition.
* Enhance and preserve all present open
spaces where appropriate.
* Where planting has occurred in historically
significant meadows or open spaces, remove
planting and restore meadow.
B Increase plant density, especially of understory
frees, shrubs, grasses, vines and herbaceous material.
B Provide more variety and quantity of plant
material throughout Lincoln Park to provide
greater visual, horticultural, ecological and edu-
cational interest (e.g., evergreen trees, deciduous
shade trees, ornamental trees, deciduous and
evergreen shrubs, perennial flowers, and orna-
mental and native grasses).
* Maximize the sensory {e.g., visual, auditory
and olfactory) qualities of the plant material:
provide optimum seasonal interest through leaf
and flower color; offer a greater variety of form,
color and texture; select plant materials, where
appropriate, that will improve winter interest.

* Use a variety of turf covers fo maximize
recreational usage, improve soil retention,
enhance visual quality, reduce maintenance
costs and increase wildlife habitats (e.g.,
prairie grasses, meadow grasses, infrequently
mowed lawn areas and manicured lawns).

¢ Infroduce evergreens throughout Lincoln Park,
especially in woodland and wildlife areas.

= Acknowledge that certain areas of Lincoln Park

have extremely poor soils. Evaluate soil quality in

areas of new work to determine where soil

improvements are necessary to provide optimal

growing conditions for plant material.

m Consider the aesthetic and historic appropri-

ateness and compatibility of existing and new

plant materials to their immediate surroundings

and their relationship to the entire park.

 Provide plantings that promote safety for

park users.
* In heavily congested areas, avoid using
plants with dangerous thorns or plants that are
toxic if ingested.
* Arrange plantings to minimize areas for hid-
ing fo discourage criminal activity. Situate
densely planted areas away from paths.

'GUIDELINES

m Emphasize and strengthen Lincoln Park’s rela-
tion to the lakefront.
* Provide a continuous lakefront path.
* Designate areas adjacent fo the lakefront for
recreational needs and open space.
* Evaluate appropriateness of the structures and
land uses in immediate proximity to lakefront
that do not relate to lakefront use. Remove or
reprogram when deemed unnecessary.
* Acknowledge and strengthen the role of the
beaches and revetments in providing access to
the water.
* Enhance existing views and provide new
views through Lincoln Park to the lake.

® Enhance the harbors as significant places for
viewing lakefront activities and as gateways to
the park.

S5UIDELINES

m Develop a comprehensive, cohesive path sys-
tem throughout Lincoln Park.
* Acknowledge the need for multiple uses of
the lakefront path.
* Examine path systems located throughout
Lincoln Park and provide for continuous N-S
and E-W movement through the park: improve
or replace existing lakefront paths and provide
new lakefront paths where necessary; provide
pleasant, non-vehicular movement through
parkland along the urban edge where appro-
priate; add or modify east - west paths into
and out of Lincoln Park where necessary;
m Simplify path configurations where too many
path choices create confusion.
* Add, delete or modify paths throughout
Lincoln Park to improve circulation and
relieve congestion.

® Provide alternate routes, especially to path-
ways located in congested areas.
¢ Develop new bike and pedestrian path sys-

tems only where existing paths are inadequate;

where location and materials are inappropri-
ate; where desire lines or access indicate a
need (if appropriate); or where new path loca-
tions will relieve lakefront congestion.

* Locate new paths so that neither spatial nor
historic character are violated; where conflicts
exist {e.g., between a need for a new path
and historic infegrity}, resolve each conflict
area on a case-by-case basis; remove exirane-
ous, inappropriate paths.

* Improve or replace paths in poor condition;
materials, dimensions and details of new or
improved paths should be consistent with the

character of that particular area of Lincoln Park.

m Carefully consider context, intensity and vari-
ety of use when determining new pathway speci-
fications or when modifying existing pathways.

A LINCOLN PARK
MUSICIAN FINDS AN
AUDIENCE.

m Examine park facilities. Modify, relocate or
remove facilities that unnecessarily disrupt the
landscape and park use. (Facilities include build-
ings and structured recreational areas, such as
playlots, tennis courts, ball fields, etc., including
the fencing that surrounds these areas.)

* Where a facility restricts movement through
or access fo the park, but where maintaining
-a facility in its current location is desirable,
modify the edges to ease movement through
the space.
» Where a facility restricts movement through
or access to the park and is in an undesirable
location, relocate the use or facility.
* Consider relocation of existing activities
where unsafe conditions exist.
m Carefully consider the extent and seriousness
of existing congestion when locating new recre-
ational opportunities or park attractions through-
out Lincoln Park.
® Where excessive use of and damage to the
landscape exists, consider relocation of program
attractions and recreational uses.
* Examine turf alternatives that may be more
durable under heavy use.
B Locate facilities or attractions that require man-
agement in areas where management is or can
be made readily available.
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PARK FACILITIES (CONT.)

m Develop preservation guidelines for Lincoln
Park by establishing a series of historic contexts
for the park. Historic contexis are frameworks for
rehabilitation reflecting one or more aspect of
the historic development of each area bdsed on
its significance and integrity. Contexts include
the following:
* The significance of each area of the park is
evaluated on the basis of history, architecture,
landscape architecture, archaeology, art, cul-
ture and engineering.
® The period of significance is the span of time
in which an area attained its importance.
* Historic landscapes are composed of a
variety of features that define their historic
character. The elements of landscape include
large-scale characteristics such as spatial
relationships and views, as well as individual
qualities including topography, vegetation,
water features, roads and paths, structures, site
furnishings and objects.
* Integrity is evaluated based upon the degree
of survival of character-defining features (i.e.
those that contribute to the historic context].
B Select appropriate preservation treatments for
existing historic features based upon assembled
research data and field evaluation information.
* One of the highest priorities will be reinforc-
ing designed historic landscapes. Based on the
determined historic context, they will convey, as
closely as possible, the associated design intent
relative to spatial relationships, planting design,
engineering, grading and hard materials.
* Protect historically significant features such
as the ancient lake ridges and other important
landforms, the vegetation and the paths that
function within the existing circulation system.

* Historic vegetation must be recognized as an
integral part of the historic fabric of the park
and should be considered during any preser-
vation effort.

* Guidelines will recommend the most appro-
priate treatment of extant character-defining
features. Every project will adopt the appropri-
ate measures of the Secretary of Interior’s
Standards for Historic Preservation Projects:

® Undertake temporary measures to protect and
stabilize historically significant park elements.

* Repair any damage resulting from mechani-
cal failure, normal use, construction, or neglect
(i.e. ancient lake ridges found throughout the
southern portion of the park]. Whenever possi-
ble, historically significant vegetation that caus-
es damage to or threatens historic structures
should be controlled rather than removed.

e Reestablish the stability of an unsafe, dam-
aged, or deteriorated property while retaining
its essential form.

® Plan repairs as a safeguard measure against
the loss of an unused or underutilized charac-
ter-defining feature, with intent to rehabilitate
or restore the element at a later date.

* Stake or cable trees that have been bent over
by snow or lake winds, or prune to remove
limbs that threaten the stability of the tree.

B Undertake a program of preventive mainte-
nance for those character-defining features that
suffer from age or the encroachment of nature.

® Use historically appropriate materials and
methods. A building requiring tuckpointing
should be done with proper mortar mix and
tooling; pruning of historic vegetation should
refain the form and character of the plant.

* Monitor character-defining features and
provide ongoing maintenance as needed.

= When a contemporary use is required for a
historically significant park element, retain those
portions or characteristics of the element that are
significant fo its historical or cultural values (i.e.
the interior rehabilitation of the lincoln Park Zoo
Lion House).
* Design additions so that they do not destroy
historic materials that characterize the proper-
ty. Make the new work compatible with the
massing, size, scale, and architectural features
of the original element (i.e. the addition to the
Chicago Historical Society).
* Avoid changes that create a false sense of his-
torical development, such as adding conjectural
features or historic features from other properties.
B Restore features of an earlier period only when
the recovery is critical to the historic character of
an area.
* Undertake removal of later work or the
replacement of missing earlier work only when
there is enough original fabric and sufficient
documentation to accurately recover the form,
features and details of the feature as it
appeared at a particular period of significance.
(i.e. the exterior and Great Hall of Cafe Brauer).
® Use original species and variety of plant
material when removal and replacement of
existing historic plant material is necessary
because it is too severely damaged or dis-
eased or if it is overgrown and pruning will not
accomplish the treatment objective.
* When replacement of the original species
and variety is not possible, match the visual,
functional and horticultural characteristics of
the plant as closely as possible (i.e. Hawthorn
trees with their characteristic horizontality and

red berries).

m Provide treatments for missing historic features
that are consistent with the historic resources
policies and guidelines.
* An historic feature that was removed from its
original location in Lincoln Park, and placed in
another location in or outside the park, can be
replaced when removal does not diminish the
integrity of its current site and is appropriate to
the determined historic context of its original
site. If it cannot be replaced in its original loca-
tion, it may be placed near ifs original location.
® An historic feature that no longer exists may
be reconstructed only if it can be clearly docu-
mented that accurate reconstruction is insured,
and it must be placed in its original location.
B The treatment of new park features shall
adhere to preservation policies and guidelines in
order to enhance historic Lincoln Park.
* New features that would diminish the infegrity
of the historic character of the park, an areq, or a
specific historic resource will not be infroduced.

* New features shall not inferfere with important
spatial relationships between historic resources.
* New features shall be compatible with the
historic character of the park, an areq, or an
historic resource in terms of design, color, tex-
ture, materials, scale and feeling.
¢ New features shall only be rendered in an
historic design when there is a clear and docu-
mented precedent. When a new design is
inspired by an historic precedent of an unrelat-
ed historic resource it must be reinterpreted to
convey its true period of construction.
m Recurring features are those elements in the
park that occur repeatedly (i.e. site furnishings
such as lamps and benches) and, therefore, are
capable of making an important contribution to
the character of Lincoln Park.
* Upgrade and unify park furniture.
* A recurring historic feature will only be used
or reconstrueted within the property bound-
aries extant during the period of significance
of the feature.

RUSTIC SHELTER AT STOCKTON AND ST. JAMES PLACE, CIRCA 1899

Chicago Park District Collections

* A recurring historic feature that is now miss-
ing may be reconstructed when there is a clear
and documented historic precedent. The recon-
structed feature will only be placed within the
property boundaries existing during the period
of significance of the feature.
* New recurring features shall only be ren-
dered in an historic design when there is a
clear and documented historic precedent.
* When a new design is inspired by a historic
precedent of an unrelated historic resource it
must be reinterpreted to convey its true period
of consiruction.
® Features that detract from the integrity of the
historic character of the park, an area or an his-
toric resource shall be removed and/or
redesigned in a more sympathetic manner.



SUPPORT FACILITIES

SITE FURNISHINGS

B Maintain access and parking. However, modi-
fy, reduce and manage roads, traffic and park-
ing as necessary where they negatively impact
park use and to improve the continuity of the
landscape and park use.

W Examine support facilities {primarily Chicago
Park District maintenance shops.) Medify, relo-
cate or remove facilities that unnecessarily dis-
rupt the landscape and park use.

B Treat Lake Shore Drive features such as lighting

and bridges as critical fo both the vehicular and

non-vehicular experience of Lake Shore Drive.
¢ Locate all light standards on the edges of Lake
Shore Drive, not in the Lake Shore Drive median.
* Maintain and restore the historically signifi-
cant bridges and lighting used along Lake
Shore Drive throughout Lincoln Park. Consider
redesign or enhancement of bridges that are
not hisiorically significant or that detract from
the historic character.

B Consider views into the park along the entire

length of Lake Shore Drive as well as views of

Lake Shore Drive from inside Lincoln Park.

* Determine areas and features that should be
seen from Lake Shore Drive. Provide or
enhance views to those areas and features
without compromising historic integrity.

* Determine areas and features that should not
be seen from Lake Shore Drive. Screen views
to those areas or features without compromis-
ing historic integrity. ;

* Consider the impact of Lake Shore Drive
upon the park user from inside the park.
Provide, enhance or screen views as necessary.

B Maintain character of the Lake Shore Drive
median planting.
m Develop the parcels of land created by the
on/off ramps in @ manner compatible with
the median planting, the edges of Lake Shore
Drive and the context of that particular area of
Lincoln Park.
B Improve the aesthetic character of the land-
scape along the edges of Lake Shore Drive
throughout Lincoln Park.
* Develop the landscape treatment along the
edges of Lake Shore Drive with the goal of
improving the park character as viewed from
Lake Shore Drive.
* Review metal guard rails and fencing along
the length of Lake Shore Drive in Linco!n Park

and develop a more consistent approach: elim-

inate double fencing where both guard rails
and fences are in place, determine areas
where fencing or guard rails are unnecessary
and replace fencing or metal guard rails that
are in poor condition with newer more aesthet-
ically pleasing products.

® The design and detailing of site furnishings
may vary from one historic sub-area to another.
(Lincoln Park Historic Preservation Analysis
divides the park into 11 historic sub-areas that
define different periods of development.)

 Remove existing site furnishings that are visu-
ally or functionally intrusive in their current
locations, historically inappropriate, or incon-
sistent with new site furnishings.

* Select and locate new site furnishings that
are historically appropriate and are neither
visually nor functionally intrusive.

PRAIRIE-STYLE STRUCTURE DESIGNED BY ALFRED CALDWELL FOR THE LILY POND

Chicago Park District Special Collections

51



H Appendix

APPENDIX

DEFINITIONS

The following definitions apply throughout the
Lincoln Park Framework plan:

Canopy trees
Large trees and groups of trees whose branch-
es and leaves provide dense shade.

Community
All Lincoln Park users, nearby neighborhood

residents, interest groups and advisory councils.

Desire-line path
An unofficial and unpaved path worn in the
landscape by park users.

Headland
A point of land or promontory extending into
the lake.

High-speed path uses
Uses, generally with equipment, that are typically
conducted at relatively high speeds and may be
dangerous to pedestrians, including cycling,
skating, rollerblading and skateboarding.

Landscape
Open park space surfaced with earth or
planting, including groves, grassy areas, fields
and beaches.

Low-speed path uses ‘
Uses, with or without equipment, that are typi-
cally conducted at low speeds and usually do
not endanger pedestrians, including walking,
jogging and pushing a baby stroller.

Neighborhood edge
The portion of Lincoln Park that abuts the adjo-
cent neighborhood.

Non-permit area
An area in the park for which the Chicago Park
District does not grant formal permits.

Open Park Space
Open park space in this document includes
open, grassy and wooded areas. This is a
different definition than in the Lake Michigan
and Chicago Lakefront Protection Ordinance,
which defines "public open space" as "any
publicly owned open area including, but not
limited to, parks, playgrounds, beaches,
waterways, parkways, and sireets."

Park furniture
Standard park furnishings such as benches,
trash cans, light fixtures, water fountains, signs
and fences.

Path
A usually paved, linear surface for non-motor-
ized uses.

Permit
Written permission from the Chicago Park
District to use a park facility, specifying the
facility to be used; time, date, duration, and
purpose of use; and the person or organization
to whom the permit is granted

Policy goal(s)
One or more overarching policies that guide all
other policies for that park-wide system.

Restricted area
As proposed in this plan, an area that users are
not permitted to enter, either because it is a
wildlife habitat or because the landscape is
undergoing restoration.

Revetment
A barrier or seawall along the water's edge,
made of pilings and stone, that breaks the
momentum of waves to protect the shore.

Structured, active uses
A use that occurs at a fixed location, that
requires organization and/or equipment and
that involves athletic activity on the part of the
participant. Examples include playing base-
ball, golf, volleyball, soccer and tennis.

Structured, passive uses
A use that occurs at a fixed location, that
requires some organization and/or equipment
and that does not involve athletic activity on th
part of the participant. Examples include bird-
watching and attendance at sporting events,
festivals, picnics and concerts.

Understory
Shrubbery, small frees and plants that typically
but not always grow in the shadow of taller trees

Unstructured, active uses
A use that does not occur at a fixed location,
that requires minimal organization and/or equij
ment and that involves athletic activity on the
part of the participant. Examples include walk-
ing, jogging, biking, rollerblading and skating.

Unstructured, passive uses
A use that does not require organization or
equipment and that does not involve athletic
activity on the part of the participant.
Examples include people-watching, strolling,
sunning and sitting.
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The following reporis provided the data and
background material that were used in the cre-
ation of the Lincoln Park Framework Plan.

Aeriel Photography, Analytical
Aerotriangulation and Digital
Computerized Mapping for Lincoln Park
Master Plan 1992, Geonex North American
Operations, Inc, Chicago, IL.

Ethnicity and Recreation Use in
Chicago’s Lincoln Park: In Park User
Survey Findings, 1993, Paul H. Gobster and
Antonio Delgado. In P. Gobster (Ed.), Managing
Urban and High-Use Recreation Settings (General
Technical Report NC-163, pp. 75-81). St. Paul,
MN: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest
Service, North Central Forest Experiment Station.

Historic Preservation Analysis, Lincoln
Park Restoration and Management
Plan, 1991, Jo Ann Nathan, John C.H. Lee,
Julia Sniderman, William W. Tippens, Bart H.
Ryckbosch, and members of Lincoln Park Historic
Preservation Task Force, Chicago Park District
Office of Research and Planning, Chicago, IL.

Lincoln Park After Dark: Notes from an
Evening Ride-Along with the Chicago
Police Department’s Summer Mobile
Unit, 1991, Paul H. Gobster (Unpublished
report to the Chicago Park District, 9p.) U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, North
Central Forest Experiment Station, Chicago, IL.

Lincoln Park Land Use Areas Analysis,
1993, Todd Klinka, Chicago, IL.

Lincoln Park Master Plan Computerized
Drawings and Data Manual, 1993, Todd
Klinka, Chicago, IL.

Lincoln Park Tree Inventory and
Reference Manuals, 1991, Thomas L. Green,
Morton Arboretum, Lisle, IL.

Managing Visual Quadlity in Big, Diverse
Urban Park: A Case Study of Chicago’s
Lincoln Park, 1993, Paul H. Gobster. In P.
Gobster (Ed.), Managing Urban and High-Use
Recreation Settings (General Technical Report
NC-163, pp. 33-40). St. Paul, MN: U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, North
Central Forest Experiment Station.

Lincoln Park Wildlife Habitat Survey,
1992, Charles Nilon and Brian Lindenlaub,
School of Natural Resources, University of
Missouri, Columbia, MO.

Recreation and Leisure Time Study
Concerning the Users and Non-Users of
Lincoln Park, 1991, People, Places & Design
Research, Northampton, MA.

A Traffic and Parking Survey Study of
Lincoln Park and Environs, 1991, Ashish
Sen & Associates, Inc., Chicago, IL.

Perceptions of Ecological Restorations in
Urban Parks: Policy Reccomendations
and Directions, a Lincoln Park Case
Study, 1993, John Raffetto. In P. Gobster (Ed.},
Managing Urban and High-Use Recreation
Settings (General Technical Report NC-163, pp.
61-67). St. Paul, MN: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Forest Service, North Central Forest
Experiment Station.

The following provided financial support for the
Lincoln Park Framework Plan.

The Chicago Community Trust
Chicago Park District

Graham Foundation for Advanced
Studies in the Fine Arts

The Albert Lorenz Studio
National Endowment for the Arts
Prince Charitable Trust

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Forest Service, State and Private
Forestry (Urban Forestry Center for
Midwest States)

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Forest Service, North Central Forest
Experiment Station





